BELIEVE & LIVE! - The Book of John
LIFE GROUP LESSON 7 – John 7-8
Indicates key questions to use if you are meeting every
other week. Full text of John 7-8 is at the end of this lesson.
REACTIONS TO JESUS
This week we are looking at John 7 & 8, the various reactions to Jesus in these chapters, and the
things he said that provoked such reactions. We are also going to examine our own reactions to
Jesus!
Question: Take a moment to let people share BRIEFLY about their spiritual journey. Are they
still wondering if it is all true? Did they come to Jesus after a lot of deliberation and waiting
(or stalling!) or was it a quick decision?
There were (at least) 10 different reactions to Jesus in these two chapters. See if the group can
list them all by looking at the two chapters and citing the verses:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Question: Which of these reactions do you most often have to Jesus in your life?
Question: Think of two loved ones in your life who don’t know Jesus – which is most like their
reaction to Him?
JESUS’ STATEMENTS TO THE PEOPLE
People reacted to Jesus because of the statements He made. The essence of what Jesus says in
these two chapters are three kinds of statements. The first statement of Jesus is a rebuke.
Read John 7:19, 8:24, 39-47.
Question: Why is Jesus rebuking the people? Is He right to rebuke them so?
Question: How might this rebuke apply to us in the church today?
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The second statement of Jesus is a revelation. Read John 7:37-39 and 8:12.
Question: What strikes you from these two beautiful statements of Jesus? What is He telling
us about Himself?
The third statement of Jesus is a declaration. Read John 7:28-29, 8:19, 8:49-51, 8:56-59.
Question: What do these verses tell you about who Jesus is (and who He declared that He
was)?
OUR RESPONSE TO JESUS
Read John 7:17 and this statement from the “A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition”
by Joseph Dongell:
“This “simple” test (from John 7:17) sets the duty of obedience before the privilege of
discernment. To put it differently, the seeker must demonstrate humble receptivity before God
will entrust him or her with truth. Conversely, those who inquire about the truth merely out of
curiosity or who wish to know truth before deciding to obey truth will never find the truth they
(even desperately) seek.” -- “A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition” by Joseph Dongell, p. 107
Question: How can this verse and explanation help you to grow in your faith and
understanding of Jesus?
FOR ADDITIONAL APPLICATION
Question: Where is your faith right now? How can you take the next steps of growth in your
spiritual journey?
Question: In what ways are you thirsty for Jesus? Are there any decisions you want to make
today about Jesus being the Lord of your life?
FOR PRAYER
As you share prayer requests today
- Pray for increased faith in Jesus, and that we would yield ourselves to Him more and
more.
- Pray for those you love who may have many questions about Jesus and who have not
responded to Him in faith.
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John 7
Jesus Goes to the Festival of Tabernacles
After this, Jesus went around in Galilee. He did not want to go about in Judea because the
Jewish leaders there were looking for a way to kill him. 2 But when the Jewish Festival of
Tabernacles was near, 3 Jesus’ brothers said to him, “Leave Galilee and go to Judea, so that your
disciples there may see the works you do. 4 No one who wants to become a public figure acts in
secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world.” 5 For even his own
brothers did not believe in him.
6
Therefore Jesus told them, “My time is not yet here; for you any time will do. 7 The world
cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that its works are evil. 8 You go to the festival.
I am not going up to this festival, because my time has not yet fully come.” 9 After he had said
this, he stayed in Galilee.
10
However, after his brothers had left for the festival, he went also, not publicly, but in
secret. 11 Now at the festival the Jewish leaders were watching for Jesus and asking, “Where is
he?”
12
Among the crowds there was widespread whispering about him. Some said, “He is a good
man.”
Others replied, “No, he deceives the people.” 13 But no one would say anything publicly
about him for fear of the leaders.
Jesus Teaches at the Festival
14
Not until halfway through the festival did Jesus go up to the temple courts and begin to
teach. 15 The Jews there were amazed and asked, “How did this man get such learning without
having been taught?”
16
Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from the one who sent me.
17
Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my teaching comes from God
or whether I speak on my own. 18 Whoever speaks on their own does so to gain personal glory,
but he who seeks the glory of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false
about him. 19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the law. Why are you
trying to kill me?”
20
“You are demon-possessed,” the crowd answered. “Who is trying to kill you?”
21
Jesus said to them, “I did one miracle, and you are all amazed. 22 Yet, because Moses gave
you circumcision (though actually it did not come from Moses, but from the patriarchs), you
circumcise a boy on the Sabbath. 23 Now if a boy can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the
law of Moses may not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing a man’s whole body
on the Sabbath? 24 Stop judging by mere appearances, but instead judge correctly.”
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Division Over Who Jesus Is
25
At that point some of the people of Jerusalem began to ask, “Isn’t this the man they are
trying to kill? 26 Here he is, speaking publicly, and they are not saying a word to him. Have the
authorities really concluded that he is the Messiah? 27 But we know where this man is from;
when the Messiah comes, no one will know where he is from.”
28
Then Jesus, still teaching in the temple courts, cried out, “Yes, you know me, and you
know where I am from. I am not here on my own authority, but he who sent me is true. You do
not know him, 29 but I know him because I am from him and he sent me.”
30
At this they tried to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour had not
yet come. 31 Still, many in the crowd believed in him. They said, “When the Messiah comes, will
he perform more signs than this man?”
32
The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such things about him. Then the chief priests
and the Pharisees sent temple guards to arrest him.
33
Jesus said, “I am with you for only a short time, and then I am going to the one who sent
34
me. You will look for me, but you will not find me; and where I am, you cannot come.”
35
The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we cannot find
him? Will he go where our people live scattered among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks?
36
What did he mean when he said, ‘You will look for me, but you will not find me,’ and ‘Where I
am, you cannot come’?”
37
On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let
anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said,
rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those
who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since
Jesus had not yet been glorified.
40
On hearing his words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is the Prophet.”
41
Others said, “He is the Messiah.”
Still others asked, “How can the Messiah come from Galilee? 42 Does not Scripture say that
the Messiah will come from David’s descendants and from Bethlehem, the town where David
lived?” 43 Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. 44 Some wanted to seize him, but no
one laid a hand on him.
Unbelief of the Jewish Leaders
45
Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and the Pharisees, who asked
them, “Why didn’t you bring him in?”
46
“No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards replied.
47
“You mean he has deceived you also?” the Pharisees retorted. 48 “Have any of the rulers
or of the Pharisees believed in him? 49 No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law—there is
a curse on them.”
50
Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own number, asked,
51
“Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him to find out what he has been doing?”
52
They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will find that a prophet
does not come out of Galilee.”
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John 8
[The earliest manuscripts and many other ancient witnesses do not have John 7:53–8:11. A few
manuscripts include these verses, wholly or in part, after John 7:36, John 21:25, Luke 21:38 or
Luke 24:53.]
53

Then they all went home, 1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.
2
At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around
him, and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a
woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher,
this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such
women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a
basis for accusing him.
But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on
questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be
the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.
9
At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only
Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her,
“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”
11
“No one, sir,” she said.
“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”
Dispute Over Jesus’ Testimony
12
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
13
The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your
testimony is not valid.”
14
Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know
where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I
am going. 15 You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one. 16 But if I do judge, my
decisions are true, because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me. 17 In your own
Law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is true. 18 I am one who testifies for myself;
my other witness is the Father, who sent me.”
19
Then they asked him, “Where is your father?”
“You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew me, you would know my
Father also.” 20 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple courts near the place where
the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, because his hour had not yet come.
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Dispute Over Who Jesus Is
21
Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will look for me, and you will
die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come.”
22
This made the Jews ask, “Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, ‘Where I go, you cannot
come’?”
23
But he continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not
of this world. 24 I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am he, you
will indeed die in your sins.”
25
“Who are you?” they asked.
“Just what I have been telling you from the beginning,” Jesus replied. 26 “I have much to say
in judgment of you. But he who sent me is trustworthy, and what I have heard from him I tell
the world.”
27
They did not understand that he was telling them about his Father. 28 So Jesus said,
“When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he and that I do nothing
on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. 29 The one who sent me is with me;
he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.” 30 Even as he spoke, many believed
in him.
Dispute Over Whose Children Jesus’ Opponents Are
31
To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really
my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
33
They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of
anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?”
34
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has
no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free,
you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking for a
way to kill me, because you have no room for my word. 38 I am telling you what I have seen in
the Father’s presence, and you are doing what you have heard from your father.”
39
“Abraham is our father,” they answered.
“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do what Abraham did. 40 As it
is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God.
Abraham did not do such things. 41 You are doing the works of your own father.”
“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have is God
himself.”
42
Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come here
from God. I have not come on my own; God sent me. 43 Why is my language not clear to you?
Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want
to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the
truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar
and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you
prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47 Whoever belongs
to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”
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Jesus’ Claims About Himself
48
The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demonpossessed?”
49
“I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor my Father and you dishonor
me. 50 I am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge.
51
Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see death.”
52
At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and
so did the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word will never taste death. 53 Are
you greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you
are?”
54
Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as
your God, is the one who glorifies me. 55 Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did
not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey his word. 56 Your father Abraham
rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.”
57
“You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!”
58
“Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” 59 At this, they
picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.
-- The New International Version, (2011). Zondervan.
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